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North responds first in hearts (4-card suits
up the line) and asks for aces when he hears
South bid 1S.

After winning the ace of clubs, it would be
a big mistake for South to play trumps.
South should plan a cross-ruff. His trumps
are high, so he cannot be over-ruffed. Ace
of clubs, ace of diamonds, four diamond
ruffs in dummy, three club ruffs in hand,
one trump left in hand, and two hearts. 12
tricks.

But South must play his heart winners first!
Otherwise West will discard a heart on the
third diamond, and can then ruff the second
heart honor.

Lesson: Cash side-suit winners before
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embarking on a cross-ruff.
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The defense takes the first three tricks
with AK of spades and a spade ruff. West
must avoid a club loser.

This can be done by setting up a diamond
trick. Without touching trumps, West should
play ace and king of diamonds and ruff a
diamond. Diamonds split 4-2, the most common
split. West goes to dummy with a high trump
and ruffs the fourth diamond. The fifth
diamond is now good for a club discard, with
a high trump as an entry. Making 4.
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